Getting Married in Malta

Marriages in Malta are subject to the provisions of the Marriage Act, 1975, which became effective on the 12th August 1975.

Request for the Publication of Banns

According to the said Law, a Request for the Publication of Banns (Form RZ1) must be received by this Registry earlier than six weeks but not more than three months before the date of the intended marriage. One should note that in Malta the Law does not provide for marriage by Special Licence. 

Marriage Registry fees

When submitting your request for the publication of banns, you are required to pay in advance a fee equivalent to €75.00 for the services rendered by the Marriage Registrar which includes the celebration of the Marriage at the Marriage Registry.
Should you choose to get married elsewhere in Malta the fee would go up to €93.17 which includes the services of a Marriage Officiator.

However, clients would be required to provide a taxi service for the exclusive purpose to transfer the Marriage Officiator to and from the marriage venue.

To avoid unnecessary bank charges, it is suggested that cheques are drawn up in EUROS (bank charges will be borne by the clients). This fee is not refundable in the event of cancellation of the marriage.

Documents required

The Request for the Publication of Banns must be accompanied by the Full Birth Certificates (showing parents’ names) and the Declarations on Oath (Form RZ2). These declarations are to be signed, on separate forms, by each of the parties either in the presence of a Commissioner for Oaths attached to an Embassy of Malta in your country of residence or, alternatively, in the presence of a Commissioner for Oaths located in your country (e.g. a Solicitor, a Justice of the Peace, a Notary, etc.).
It is absolutely necessary that the authorized person dates the declaration and affixes his/her

personal stamp or seal.

Persons who have never been married must produce a Free Status Certificate [if not otherwise specified on the certificate, the expiry date of the certificate will be taken as three (3) months from date of issue] from their local Registrar. If the Registrar cannot issue such a certificate, we require a Statutory Declaration by a third party drawn up in the presence of a Commissioner for Oaths. It is absolutely necessary that the solicitor dates the certificate and affixes his/her personal stamp or seal.

Documents require legalization stamps/Apostilles issued from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the respective country of domicile. Hence, it is advisable to contact the Marriage Registry well in advance to ensure that you procure the right documentation.

Persons previously married

Persons who have been previously married are to provide a Free Status Certificate together with other official documents certifying that such marriage/s is/are no longer binding (e.g. Divorce Judgements, Death Certificate of former spouse, etc.). Regarding Divorces, Annulments, etc., Maltese Law states that:

A decision of a foreign court on the status of a married person or affecting such status shall be recognized for all purposes of law in Malta if the decision is given by a competent court of the country in which either of the parties to the proceedings is domiciled or of which either of such parties is a citizen (Sec.33)

Widowers and divorcees have to prove by means of a Certificate of No Impediment or an Affidavit by a third person drawn up in the presence of a solicitor, that since the death of former spouse… the date of Divorce Absolute, one did not re-marry.
Documents that are not in the Maltese or English language are to be translated and legally authenticated or apostilled. 
There is no residence requirement.

Civil Marriages

Civil Marriages can be celebrated in: 
The Marriage Registry itself, which is situated at Evans Building, Merchants Street, Valletta;
International waters on board a passenger vessel registered in Malta;
A Civil Marriage may also take place at any other place open to the public and which the Registrar accepts as appropriate. Examples of appropriate venues are: Wedding Halls, Conference Rooms and other public areas within hotel precincts. 
It must be pointed out that Civil Marriages are not conducted at pool side areas or on private/public, rocky/sandy beaches.
For the actual performance of Civil Marriages, this Registry opens on any day of the week (Monday to Sunday) and after an appointment is made with the couple concerned.

It is also your responsibility to make arrangements for at least two witnesses who must be not less than 18 years old.

Religious Marriages

Religious Marriages are celebrated in the church of one’s denomination.  
One is advised to make certain of one’s place of marriage before requesting the Publication of Banns. One should keep in mind that, in order to change the place of marriage from that originally notified, the Marriage Registry needs at least three weeks’ notice.

Capacity to marry

Finally, may we draw your attention to Section 18 of the Marriage Act, 1975, which states that:

A marriage, whether celebrated in Malta or abroad, shall be valid for all purposes of law in Malta if -

(a) as regards the formalities thereof, the formalities required for its validity by the law of the country where the marriage is celebrated are observed;

(b) as regards the capacity of the parties, each of the persons to be married is, by law of his or her respective domicile, capable of contracting marriage.

Because of this Section of the law, may we remind you that, should it be necessary to comply with any marriage laws in order that your marriage may also conform to the laws of your country of domicile, it is your responsibility to take care of such requirements.

Obtaining Marriage Certificates

Subsequently, Marriage Certificates may be obtained by application to the Civil Status Section, Public Registry, Evans Building, Merchants Street, Valletta. 
Formal Extracts cost €4.00 each and Full Copies of the original Act of Marriage cost €12.00 each.

There exist no arrangements between this Registry and the Registries of other countries for the registration in those countries of marriages which take place in Malta between two foreign nationals or between Maltese and other nationals. Therefore, if such couples are required to register their marriage in any other country outside Malta, they should effect this registration themselves in the manner described by that particular country’s laws.

It is recommended to Apostille the certificates in accordance with the Hague Convention of the 5th October 1961. The Apostilles are issued from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Valletta… contact person: Mr Kenneth Burnell, E-mail: kenneth.burnell@gov.mt
All personal data required is protected and will be used in accordance with the Data Protection Act, 2001

 LIST OF DOCUMENTS REQUIRED
Checklist of all documents that have to reach the Marriage Registry

earlier than six weeks before the date of marriage.
	S - Single
	W - Widowers
	D - Divorcees

	

	 
	Groom
	Bride

	
	S
	W
	D
	S
	W
	D

	•
	RZ 1 – Application for the publication of banns
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o

	•
	RZ 2 – Declaration that there are no impediments
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o

	•
	Photocopy of ID Card or Passport
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o

	•
	Original Birth certificates showing parents’ names  ##
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o

	•
	Free Status certificate  ** 
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o

	•
	Original Certificate of first marriage##
	
	o
	
	
	o
	

	•
	Original Certificate of death of former spouse  ##
	
	o
	
	
	o
	

	•
	Original Divorce Absolute certificate  ##
	
	
	o
	
	
	o

	•
	Affidavit by a 3rd person drawn up in the presence of a solicitor, stating that since death of former spouse / date of divorce, one did not re-marry  §§
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o

	•
	Photocopy of ID Card or passport of witnesses
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o

	•
	Parents’ consent for minors to marry  ◊◊
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o
	o


Some notes…

## Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates… these have to be originals or true copies authenticated by the competent authority that issued the document .

## Divorce or Marriage Annulment Court Decisions... these as well have to be originals or true copies authenticated by the Court that delivered the Judgment or Decree.

Any translations required must be duly apostilled or legalized by the competent authorityin the country where it was issued in accordance with the ‘Hague Apostille Convention’... to which Malta is a party. 

**  Free Status certificates... in some countries these are also known as indicated below:

· Australia

-  No Record Result

· Canada

-  Non Impediment Letter / Notice of Search Marriage

· Egypt


-  Certificate of Registration of an individual 

    (issued from the Ministry of the Interior)

· France


-  Certificat de Celibataire

· Germany

-  Aufenthaltsbescheinigung (Certificate of Residence)

· Italy


-  Certificato Contestuale

· Russia


-  The Internal Passport indicates the marital status of     
                        the individual.... we require an interpretation in    
                                       writing about this fact from Russian Civil Authorities                    
· Scotland

-  Certificate of No Impediment

· Ireland


-  Certificate of No Impediment / Nulla Osta Certificate

§§  These affidavits are to be drawn up in those instances where Free Status certificates are not issued by the competent authority of the country of domicile.

◊◊  When applicable.

Other countries may require additional documents and at times certain formalities:

· Libyans  -  Permission from the Libyan Civil Authority to marry a Non-Libyan.

· French  -  Certificate that banns have been published in France; 
                                CERTIFICAT DE CAPACITE A MARIAGE ET DE NON-OPPOSITION

· Syrians  -  Nationals of Syria need to complete their Military Service.

· Moroccan girls  -  require parental consent.
· Turkish citizens  -  need to obtain a Certificate of Capacity to marry through                     

Turkish Embassy in Rome.

· German nationals  -  Certificate of capacity to contract marriage abroad
Documents required: These Documents will be sent to the bride & groom via email by the wedding planner.

[1] Rz1 - to be signed by groom and bride. Bride has to indicate which surname she will be using after marriage.

[2] Rz2 - to be signed by groom and bride in the presence of a solicitor, not earlier than 3 months prior to date of marriage.  The Solicitor is to sign, date and stamp the declaration. Please use separate forms.

[3] Groom's and bride's Birth Certificate / Adoption Certificate (showing also parents' names); an original or a true/repeated copy authenticated by the competent authority that issued the document + any Deed Polls.

[4] MARITAL STATUS RELATED CERTIFICATES – certificates are to be issued by your Local Registrar not more than 3 months prior to the intended date of marriage.  Please vide table below:

	SINGLE


	· Spouses have to prove that they have never been married and that they are still single.  Thus they have to provide this Registry with a FREE STATUS CERTIFICATE or a CERTIFICATE OF NO IMPEDIMENT or a NO TRACE LETTER.



	WIDOWED PERSONS


	· Certificate of first marriage - an original or a true/repeated copy authenticated by the competent authority that issued the document.
· Death Certificate of late spouse - an original or a true/repeated copy authenticated by the competent authority that issued the document.
· FREE STATUS CERTIFICATE or a CERTIFICATE OF NO IMPEDIMENT – stating that they are still widowed and have not contracted any other form of marriage.



	DIVORCEES
	· Divorce or Marriage Annulment Court Decisions - an original or a true/repeated copy authenticated by the Court that delivered the judgment or decree.

· FREE STATUS CERTIFICATE or a CERTIFICATE OF NO IMPEDIMENT – stating that they are still divorced and have not contracted any other form of marriage since their divorce.




	FREE STATUS CERTIFICATE 

CERTIFICATE OF NO IMPEDIMENT

NO TRACE LETTER 

If none of these certificates is issued by your Local Registrar, then make use of the 3rd Party Declaration (copy of Declaration is attached)… which declaration has to be completed by a member of your family or a very close friend in the presence of a solicitor not more than 3 months prior to the date of marriage.  It is absolutely necessary that the solicitor signs, dates the declaration and affixes his personal stamp or seal.




[5] PHOTOCOPY of groom's and bride's passport; just the page with the photo + a valid visa

[6] PHOTOCOPY of witnesses' passport (also, please tell us where they live, just the town/city/county and country).

[7] Occupation of spouses.

[8] Marriage Registry fee... to be paid in advance.  This can be paid by cheque, payable to THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC REGISTRY... there might be some Bank Charges/Commission, I would add a further 2 Euros to the actual fee; please vide attachment.
Documents at [3] & [4] above, they can ask to have them issued in the multi-lingual version, otherwise they have to be translated into English by an accredited translator.  These documents (the originals and their relative translations) must also be apostilled or legalised by the competent authority in the country where they were issued in accordance with the Hague Apostille Convention.
WHAT IS AN APOSTILLE?  “… Examples of public documents for which Apostilles are issued in practice include birth, marriage and death certificates.   Apostilles may only be issued by a Competent Authority designated by the State from which the public document emanates.  The Apostille is placed by the Competent Authority on the public document itself or on an allonge.  The effect of an Apostille is to certify the authenticity of the signature, the capacity in which the person signing the document has acted, and where appropriate, the identity of the seal or stamp which the document bears.”  (HAGUE APOSTILLE CONVENTION). 
WITNESSES:  If they are flying to Malta alone, it is their responsibility to provide two witnesses during the marriage ceremony.   The witnesses must be 18+ years old and must provide either their passport or Identity Card for identification purposes.
 

CAPACITY TO MARRY ABROAD:  I advocate that they enquire with their local Marriage Registrar whether they have to do any formalities in their own country so that their marriage in Malta will also be valid and legal in their country of domicile.

 

May I finally remind you that the Marriage Registry forms (Rz1 and Rz2), duly filled in, together with the other documents required and the relative Marriage Registry fee should reach this Registry by post not more than 3 months and not less than 6 weeks prior to the date of marriage.






